Autumn Newsletter 2011
Chairman’s letter
Dear Fellow‐Members,
I am starting this letter shortly after booking the accommodation for this winter’s evening talks at the
Glencruitten Church centre in Oban. This was very easily done, as the folk there are very helpful and
supportive to us.
I hope that this year it will be as easy to present our speakers to you. Last year was hard going. No fewer
than four of our intended speakers had to withdraw because of accident, illness, or important work abroad.
The good news is that all four have agreed to come to Oban this coming session and make their
presentations to us.
We could not have got through last year without the willing help of the committee and other members of
the Society, and speakers who were prepared to stand in, often at very short notice, to help us out. We
owe them a very great debt of gratitude; and I am pleased to tell you that this spirit is still alive and well. In
the last few weeks we have been helped to make good a last‐minute cancellation from our new
programme, and we have also been promised two or three back‐up talks if unforeseen circumstances
should arise again. So the committee is confident that you can all look forward to an informative and
enjoyable series of meetings.
There has also been hard work behind the scenes, and the committee deserves a special thanks for
“keeping the show on the road” administratively. We were without a treasurer following Duncan
Campbell’s retirement at the last A.G.M. His knowledge and experience were such that we were hard put
to deal with all the financial business that is inevitable in any organisation like ours, and so it is with great
relief and much gratitude that we welcome Trevor Polley, who has agreed to take on Duncan’s mantle.
You will find fuller details of the forthcoming programme later in this letter. The committee and I thank you
very much for all your support in the past, and look forward to your company on these Friday evenings this
winter.
With all best wishes,
Ian Walter

1

Secretary’s Report
Your Secretary has spent quite a lot of time this summer upgrading our website – www.lahsoc.org.uk – and
she hopes that it is an improvement on the old Spanglefish site. In due course, she hopes to add a new
page with links to other web sites of interest. If you have any ideas or spot any errors, please use the
contact page to let us know.
Perhaps the most important item is to ask members to please let the Secretary know if you have changed
your email address – or decided to join the digital world and use email for the first time. Please email
lahsoc@gmail.com with your email address – it doesn’t matter at all if we already have it! Members with
email will get reminders of meetings and last‐minute information.
This year’s programme, is full of interest and covers a wide range of subjects and we hope that as many
members as possible will be able to come and enjoy the talks. There is also an opportunity for some practical
archaeology locally – see below.

Treasurer’s Report
Our new treasurer, Trevor Polley, is working on the accounts and they will be available at the AGM on
November 4th, along with minutes of last year’s AGM and a copy of the Constitution.

Sunday, 29th May ‐ A Visit to Lerags Glen
At the end of May, a group of members braved the unseasonable weather to walk round the hill park at
Achalic Farm, Lerags, to view the archaeological sites. Two of these are possible kerb cairns and are
recorded in RCAHMS. The first (NM 8412 2482) has three visible granite kerbstones but has been
extensively disturbed. About 250 m NNE of this, a second possible cairn is a more complete circle with an
overall diameter of approximately 5m and made of local laval stone rather than granite. There are many
mounds of stones lying in the park, some quite extensive, and there have been suggestions in the past that
some of these may have been burnt mounds. However, no evidence of this was seen and it was concluded
that they were probably clearance mounds as they all appeared near to areas of relatively flat, rock‐free
ground.
The party then moved up the glen to the Graveyard of the ruined Kilbride Church, where the owner, Liam
Griffin gave a most interesting talk on the history of the Church and the stories of some of the people
interred there. The visit ended with a walk to the Lerags Cross, originally erected in 1516 by Archibald
Campbell and subsequently cast down into a bog, where it remained for over 200 years until it was re‐
erected in its present position in 1926.
Christine Hodge
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Sunday 19th June ‐ Benderloch Neolithic chambered cairns.
On Sunday June 19th Alison Blackwood led a
walk around the Benderloch area. Members
and friends met at the café car park. After a
brief talk that included local place names such
as Benderloch Magh‐eadar‐loch for the plain
between the lochs and some local mythology;
Dun MacSniachan is associated with Deidre of
the Sorrows (the Scottish version calling her
Darthula) the density of archaeological sites in
the area was pointed out. The group ascended
Dun MacSniachan, also known as Beregonium
(either a corruption from Ptolemy’s
Rerigonium or more likely derived from the
Gaelic Barr‐na gobhan Ridge of the Smiths or
Armourers). It is built on a steep sided ridge
with a gully on the east side known as Bealach
na Ban Righ, the Queen’s Way as the likely
entrance to the contour fort. The whole area
was very overgrown but the remains of
defensive works of two successive forts could
be made out but the Dun was buried in gorse.
Traces of Dr Angus Smith’s excavation site of
1873‐4 could be seen. We didn’t attempt to
look for the well. A lively discussion on
vitrification took place led by Julian Overnell
(part of the walls of the fort had been
vitrified). Smith’s excavation had found traces
Fig 1 Dun MacSniachan from RCAHMS Lorn inventory
of a rectangular building, an iron sword,
dagger and ring, a bronze ring and animal bone. The important position of the site could be made out by
peering through the scrub but an aerial photograph gave a clearer view of the surrounding landscape and
the fort’s strategic position looking south over Ardmucknish bay, north up the Great Glen, and overlooking
good workable land.
The group next visited Culcharron Cairn, walking along the new cycle track. This ring cairn was excavated by
Dr Eddie Peltenburg in 1970 with LAHS volunteers. Half of it had been destroyed by the construction of the
railway line. The group noticed large stones in the old railway embankment that appeared to have come
from the cairn. The remaining kerb was made of granite boulders of graded height. White quartz chips had
been found around the bases of the stones. The false‐portal was pointed out, in front of which had been a
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large recumbent flat schist slab with cup marks. This had been taken to the Corran Halls for permanent
display.
The party then went on to Achnacreebeg, a Neolithic chambered cairn with two chambers set on the edge
of an agricultural terrace, above a river overlooking the Moss. The mass of stone forming a round cairn that
would have covered the chambers has gone but the remains of old settlement buildings seen close by may
represent re‐use of the stones. The site
Fig 2 Sketch of Achnacreebeg by Smith in the 1870’s
seems to have been quarried for stone by
1845 (New Statistical Account). Dr Angus
Smith’s sketch is similar to today’s
monument with only the base layer of cairn
material surviving but with the remains of a
kerb on the south edge. Achnacreebeg was
excavated by Dr Graham Ritchie between
1968 and1970. LAHS members were among
the volunteer helpers. He found 2 periods of
construction. The primary cairn was a closed
chamber with 5 upright boulders and a large cap stone of flat granite now lying on its side. At a later date a
small passage grave on the southeast side was constructed and the cairn enlarged to form an oval shape.
This chamber had 7 upright boulders with dry stone walling between. A short passage led from the edge of
the mound into the chamber where undisturbed deposits contained a flint knife and sherds of Neolithic
pottery, the shape and decoration said to be similar to Ulster pottery. The passage chamber had been filled
in with stones and earth that contained sherds of Beaker pottery, flints, jet disk beads and cremated bone
probably representing cremation. The entrance had been blocked with an apron of stones piled in front.
Neolithic cairns were the communal burial places of early agricultural communities. The chambers are
made of large stones and covered with cairn material. They have an entrance at the edge of the mound for
repeated access into the vault. Although chambered cairns are found across Europe, they are a feature of
the Atlantic seaboard. The huge stones suggest the need for coordinated labour. They have been described
as places of ceremony or ritual and veneration. Often associated with wet sites, lochs, stands of wood land;
it is easy to envisage a spiritual place, a place of the ancestors. They have been grouped into types
according to their construction, which may represent different peoples or cultures or movement of ideas or
be devolutionary. They are multi‐period, representing long periods of use, the contents laid aside for later
internments, with reconstructions and add‐ons. Neolithic chambered cairns in Argyll are predominantly
categorized as Clyde cairns. Their characteristics are a rectangular burial chamber, set in the wider end of
an elongated trapezoidal or rectangular cairn, a forecourt and portal stones that lead into the chamber. The
chamber is formed from large slabs for the sides and roof and subdivided by cross slabs to form
compartments. Nether Largie South in Kilmartin glen and Dalineun, Lochnell belong to this group.
The last site to be visited was Achnacree, a large round Neolithic chambered cairn, a passage grave, of the
Hebridean group, built in a natural ditch‐like hollow around the cairn. This is an impressive sized cairn (24m
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diameter, said to have been 4.6m high before excavation). There is a low platform of grass covered cairn
material around the base of the cairn. This has a kerb that can be seen on the southwest side. This cairn
material almost hides the orthostats at the entrance to the passage so was probably added later. The 4
stones (1 leaning out of position) are thought to be the remains of a shallow forecourt façade where any
ceremonies would have taken place. There has been stone robbing.
The group noticed the irregularity of the cairn and
platform on the east side probably caused by robbing for
the road or the old field wall. The entrance had been
between the 2 central stones. These are the portal
stones mentioned by the antiquarian Dr Angus Smith
who excavated the cairn in1871 but he broke in from the
top. It had a small entrance and long passage made with
slate slabs. This is not visible. The passage way was filled
with stones, deliberately blocked after the final burial
deposition.
The chamber had 3 compartments, the outer and largest
had a corbelled vault, the middle & inner compartments
re roofed by single slabs. One end of the large capstone
of the inner one could be seen in the disturbed centre.
The inner compartment had a ledge that held a row of
smooth white quartz pebbles of similar size, 6 on the east
side and 2 on the west. More were found in a vessel and
in the soil. The pottery found is called Achnacree ware
after the site. Parts of three bowls were found; a
fragment from the outer compartment and one complete
and one fragmentary bowl from the inner one. The
bowls have a heavy expanded rim, roughly vertical neck
and rounded base. It is well made fairly hard pottery with
a fine dark grey, dark brown or black burnished surface
undecorated but with a faint fluting on the rim. Pottery
found in tombs is thought to represent local domestic
wares. Achnacree bowls are part of a long tradition, dated to the later 3rd millennium BC but, surviving into
the 2nd millennium. They have a mainly west coast distribution and have been found in Clyde type tombs on
Bute, Arran, Argyll, North Uist, and in Hebridean tombs and in Northern Ireland.
Fig 3, 4 Bowl and pebbles found at Achnacree

The weather had been kind. Much discussion was generated such as the significance of the white quartz.
Participants said it had been an interesting day. The party disbanded around 6pm. A big thank you to the
landowners who facilitated the walk by providing access and car parking.
Alison Blackwood
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Thursday 18th August. Trip to the Garvellachs.
It was the third time lucky for the Garvellachs trip
which had previously been postponed because of
poor weather. However, this time we set off for
the 45 minute journey in glorious sunshine and the
comfort of a Coastal Connections covered rib. We
anchored just off Eileach an Naoimh (Holy Isle) and
Cameron rowed us ashore in his dinghy. From then
onwards it was a case of scrambling over rocks and
hiking through lush grass – the isles are
uninhabited. We investigated the curious and
unusual double beehive cell – supposedly the finest
example in Scotland, with only the cells at Skellig
Chapel
Beehive Cells

Michael in Ireland being better preserved, then
moved onto the nearby remains of the monastery
founded by St Brendan the Navigator in 542 – some
20 years before St Columba founded the abbey on
Iona. The remains are extensive, including a chapel
built of carefully laid stonework which was
particularly impressive. The monks even had an
under‐ground cell, thought to be for the storage of
food, but now flooded and transformed into a ferny
grotto. The monastery had a walled kitchen garden
and some of the party found herbs in the grass
which may have originated from there. Closeby was
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an old graveyard with poignantly tilted and sadly illegible gravestones. At least the old monks were now
safe from the midges who had realised that lunch had arrived and were busy tucking in! We decided to
head for the ridge on the far side of the island, in search of views from a different vantage point and a
breeze to keep the unwanted predators at bay.
Beehive cells

Having munched an early lunch by the trig point, we
decided to walk along the ridge to the far end of the
island. This proved easier said than done: the ridge
was slashed in several places by deep ravines,
probably the vestiges of ancient dykes which had
eroded away, leaving walls of heavily baked rocks and
limestones. Some of the group actually made it to the
north end and enjoyed stunning views for their
efforts; others felt that discretion was the better part
of valour and headed back to the monastery.

We found some wonderful wild flowers on the island,
including the beautiful bog star or Grass of Parnassus
– so‐called because cattle on Mount Parnassus
enjoyed eating it, so it became an ‘honorary grass’. It
was altogether a delightful day, and a tired but contented group clambered back onto the rib to return to
Oban. Many thanks to Michael Turner and Andrew Young for organising the trip.
Joan Kemp

25th August ‐ Argyllshire Gathering
As usual the Society had a presence in the Heritage tent at the Argyllshire Gathering on the 25th of August.
This is a good opportunity to advertise the Society's existence, sell some of our magazines and be a part of
advertising Argyll's history. The feedback is that some people do actively look for the stand and there are
always enquiries, and for the visitors we try to improve their knowledge of History and Archaeology. Once
again Martin and May Petrie set up the stand and were ably assisted by Alison Blackwood. Although the
display had not changed much this year the focus was on The Great Map, 'Roy's Military Survey of Scotland'
1747‐55 lent by Martin. Many had no idea of it's existence or it's availability online nowadays. Several
other enquiries involved telling people how to get the best out of internet sites. Any members with new
material or ideas for display are welcome to contact the committee.

September 5th ‐ Oban Walk
Robin Banks guided a group of members around Oban, looking at some of the older buildings and talking
about alterations since the second world war, when there were 8 banks and 3 branches of Boots in the
town – along with numerous sweet shops and greengrocers. How times have changed!
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Practical Archaeology ‐ Help with local Dig
Clare Ellis, one of our speakers for this coming season, writes “I'm currently digging at Glenshellach and in
about four weeks’ time will be able to take a few volunteers to help hand dig a farmstead that is pre 1st
edition OS and could have medieval origins. Perhaps you could see if any of your members would be
interested. I would need to know in advance if people want to come as everyone will have to be escorted
through the active building site”
If you are interested in this project, please let the Joan Kemp know – lahsoc@gmail.com, 01631 566963 and
she will pass your details onto Clare.

Adopt‐a‐Monument
Adopt‐a‐Monument is a 5 year project promoted and supported by Archaeology Scotland to help local
communities and groups to care for a chosen archaeological site. The project can give volunteer groups
practical advice and training regarding the condition and accessibility of their site, the best way to reduce
damage from roots, bracken and erosion, and help with interpretation and conservation. The scheme has
been funded by Heritage Lottery fund, Argyll & the Islands, Historic Scotland and others. For more
information and to register a project their web site is www.archaeologyscotland.org.uk and their project
development officer Phil Richardson can be contacted by emailing
p.richardson@archaeologyscotland.org.uk or phoning 0845 872 3333 There are overgrown sites in Lorn
needing this type of care. It would not only benefit the archaeological site chosen but may also have other
advantages for the local community. The project was launched in April 2011 and will run until March 2016.

LAHS Library
Did you know that the Society has a significant collection of books for members to borrow? Our very
knowledgeable Librarian is Martin Petrie and a catalogue of books is available from Martin or via the
website. We are now asking the question – in this digital era, do we need a library? It would be good to
hear what you think.
•
•
•
•

Have you ever borrowed a book from the LAHS library?
Do you browse through the books Martin brings to each meeting?
Should we simply give our books to Oban Library?
Any other thoughts?

Please let the Secretary have your replies – lahsoc@gmail.com or 01631 566063
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Programme for 2011‐2012
We have been able to organise some superb speakers for this season’s meetings, so please note the dates
in your diaries and tell your friends.
All meetings take place at 7:30 pm in the Undercroft, Glencruitten Church Centre, Oban unless otherwise
intimated.
Fri 14th October ‐ Sue Hothersall ‐ "The Kelp Industry”
Fri 4th November – AGM and some of Bob McCulloch’s great slides. Your chance to have your say about
the Society (at 7:30 in the large hall, Glencruitten Church Centre)
Fri 18th Nov ‐ Julian Hill ‐ “Exploring the Scottish Landscape: Early Pioneers 1600‐1800”
Fri 16th Dec – Robert Hay – “Baligrundle: the life, death & rebirth of an island township”
Fri 20th Jan ‐ Ian Simpson ‐ "North Atlantic realted geoarchaeology and environmental history ‐ Iceland,
Greenland, Faroe"
Fri 17th February ‐ Chris Fleet ‐ "Lorn on the map ‐ a cartographic journey over four centuries."
Fri 16th March ‐ Clare Ellis ‐ "Recent archaeological discoveries around Oban"
Fri 20th April ‐ Prof. David Purdie ‐ "The Scottish Enlightenment"

Summer Programme 2012
As usual, we plan to have several summer outings, details still
to be arranged. There are already preliminary plans for an
archaeological walk in Glen Lonan and a possible visit to
Kilmartin.

Temple Wood, Kilmartin
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Minutes of last year’s A.G.M.

LORN ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL SOCIETY
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
FRIDAY 12TH NOVEMBER, 2010 AT GLENCRUITTEN CHURCH CENTRE, OBAN AT 7.00 P.M.
Present: Chairman The Rev. Ian Walter
Treasurer Duncan Campbell
Membership Secretary Joan Kemp
Magazine Secretary Julian Overnell
Minutes Secretary Christine Hodge
Committee member Martin Petrie
25 members of the Society and visitors.
1. Apologies were received from:
Alison Blackwood
Joy Blakeney
Michael Kidd
Colin Hodge
Peter Kemp
Valerie Marshall
Trevor Polley
Michael and Janet Turner.
2. Welcome by the Chairman
The Chairman welcomed members to the AGM
3. Minutes of the AGM 2009
The Chairman noted that these had been circulated. In the absence of any queries, he proposed that they
should be accepted and the meeting agreed.
4. Matters Arising ‐There were none.
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5. Chairman’s Report
The Chairman indicated that in the absence of a Secretary, this was a combined Chairman’s and Secretary’s
report. He recorded his thanks to the Committee for their work and noted that the first part of the
programme for 2009/2010 had been set up by his predecessor, Michael Turner, whom he thanked for all his
hard work on behalf of the Society.
The Chairman went on to give a brief outline of the speakers and their subjects for the 2009/2010 Winter
Programme:
• November, Roddy Reagan, Kilmartin, on recent excavations at Balure Dun and other sites in mid‐
Argyll.
• December, Catherine Gillies, on Dark Ages History and the significance of Dunollie Castle
• January, Dr. Allan Hall of Glasgow University on Landscape Archaeology with reference to Scotland
and Greece
• February, Brigadier John Macfarlane of Taynuilt on the Folklore and Place names of mid Lorn.
March, The Rev. Ian Walter and Jane Elliott on the History of St. John’s Cathedral in its Centenary year,
which included a tour by Jane Elliott
In April a members’ evening took place, with a series of short talks by members of the Society. This was first
conceived as a standby in the event of a speaker being unable to attend at short notice.
This was followed by an overview of the Summer Programme:
• A visit to various sites around Kilninver, led by Martin Petrie
• Brigadier Macfarlane followed his winter talk with a tour of Muckairn, visiting the places mentioned
in his talk.
• A tour of the Cave Sites of Oban lead by Alison Blackwood & Charles Hunter
The Chairman thanked the organisers and supporters of these meetings.
The Winter Programme 2010‐2011 had started in October with a lively talk by Diarmid Campbell on
“Changes in mediaeval Lorn”.
The November 2010 speaker was to have been Professor David Purdie but unfortunately his talk had been
postponed due to his illness.
The Chairman reported that the 2010‐2011 programme was well in hand, with the next meeting on 17th
December being a talk by Dr. Julian Hill on early travellers in Scotland and early map‐making.

Website
The Chairman reported that discussion had taken place within the Committee and that it was hoped that
the society would have a new website within a couple of months, making it easier for members to keep
abreast of society activities.
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Distillery
The Chairman reported that a request had been received from the owners of Oban Distillery for a talk on
the history of Oban for a visiting group of American business students. The Chairman had undertaken this
and his talk appeared to have been well received, with many penetrating questions.
The late Mrs Margaret Kay
The Chairman reported that following the death of the Society’s President, an obituary had appeared in the
Autumn Newsletter. The post of President had been created specifically to honour Margaret Kay and an
amendment to the Society’s Constitution would be necessary to remove the office of President. However,
this would require fourteen days’ notice to a General Meeting, and as no such notice had been given, such
amendment would have to be postponed to a later date.
Honorary Membership
The Chairman reported that the Committee had decided to award Honorary Membership to Mr Archie
McGill, Mr Charles Hunter, Mr Charles Drummond and Mr Robert McCulloch in recognition of their valuable
contributions to the Society.
6. Treasurer’s Report
Duncan Campbell reported that in spite of a small deficit of about £55. for the year 2009‐2010, there was a
healthy bank balance. The number of subscriptions had fallen, but the number of visitors had risen.
He noted that the rate of interest received on the Bank Deposit was derisory, and asked members to come
forward with any ideas for improving the investment.
Magazine sales had been healthy, almost covering the cost of printing and thus being advantageous for
members.
There were a small number of donations, and the large difference between miscellaneous receipts for
2009‐2010 and the previous year was accounted for by the receipt of the Awards for All Grant in that year.
In the current year £50 had been received as a result of a talk by Donald Meek in the Corran Halls and
£16.50 from the sale of surplus books.
On the expenses side, Society meetings accounted for the greatest part, but several speakers had
generously declined their expenses payments. A major expense had been the new tripod, to replace a worn
one. The room hire expenses had gone down because the AGM in 2008 had been in St. Moluag’s, which
was comparatively expensive to hire.
The Treasurer explained that as he was standing down, he could make no recommendation as to the level
of the subscription. The Chairman asked the meeting if they were happy with the current level of £8.00 for
a single person and £12 for a couple, and the meeting indicated their assent.
The Chairman thanked the Treasurer for all his work over the past nine years.
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7. Magazine Editor’s Report
The Magazine Editor apologised to those who may not have received their copies by post but explained that
there had been difficulties with the circulation list.
The past year’s Magazine had had a varied selection of articles and already three articles had been
submitted for the 2010‐2011 edition. All contributions would be welcome.
Last year, 400 copies had been ordered and there were approximately 33 left over, indicating that the
number ordered had been about right.
The Committee had decided to publish the Magazine on the website three years after publication. This
would start with the 2008 edition, which would appear sometime after 2011. Those copies available in
digital form would be added first and the paper copies would follow.
The Magazine Editor indicated that he would be willing to serve until the end of the 2010‐2011 year and
would then resign. Anyone interested in taking over or in helping with proof reading was asked to contact
him. The Chairman thanked the Magazine Editor, and also Martin Petrie, for all their work on the Magazine.
8. Elections
Chairman. Duncan Campbell took the chair during this procedure.
Ian Walter was proposed by Joan Kemp, seconded by Charles Hunter. There being no other nominations,
Ian Walter accepted the post for a further year without the need for a vote. He then resumed the chair.
Hon. Treasurer
No nominations and no volunteers. The post remained vacant.
Hon Secretary
Joan Kemp, proposed by Duncan Campbell, seconded by Ann Houston. There being no other nominations,
Joan Kemp accepted the post without a vote.
Magazine Editor.
Julian Overnell, proposed by Martin Petrie, seconded by Ann Houston. There being no other nominations,
Julian Overnell accepted the post for one year without a vote.
Committee:
Christine Hodge, proposed Joan Kemp, seconded Julian Overnell
Alison Blackwood, proposed Joan Kemp, seconded Tom Houston
9. Any other competent business
Mr Archie McGill expressed the thanks of himself and Charles Hunter for their Honorary Membership. He
told the meeting of the early days of the Society, in the early 1960’s with around 10 members. They made
efforts to trace a collection of artefacts and were asked by the RCAM Scotland to examine the hills in the
area around Oban, discovering ancient houses, building and crannogs. The Society had grown from these
early beginnings to the present day.
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The Chairman expressed thanks to Mr McGill for all the work put in by the early members. He also
mentioned that on the subject of artefacts, during the Members’ evening an artefact had been brought in
to be shown to members, as a result of which a comprehensive article had appeared in the Magazine about
the procedure to be followed upon discovery of a historic artefact, and this would be put on the website in
due course.
10. Date and Place of next AGM
4th November 2011, place to be confirmed.
There being no further business the AGM closed at 7.40 p.m.
This was followed by refreshments and a talk and slide show by Charles Drummond and Robert McCulloch
entitled “What’s new in Old Oban”, featuring many slides of Oban dating from Victorian photographs to
coloured slides of the 1970s and 1980s. The show was much enjoyed by all present and a Vote of Thanks
was given by Duncan Campbell.

14

